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The act of

Voting is Private

The act of 

Counting is Public



Garland County 
Registered Voters

Total Voters 66050

Democratic 1774

Green Party 5

Libertarian Party 12

Republican 3283

Optional (Nonpartisan) 61086



Almost 80% of voters were over the age of 55

(20%)



Age Graph has been consistent since 2016



Reasons People Don’t Vote

• Not interested - 18%

• Did not like candidates - 15%

• Too Busy - 13%

• Illness / Disability - 13%

• Out of Town - 6%

• Forgot - 5%

• COVID-19 - 5%

• Not Registered - 5%

• Other Reasons - 14%

Can’t Vote on Cellphones



Must Register at least 30 days 

prior to Election

• Register to vote up to 6 months 
before age 18.

• Find out what’s on the ballot.

• Scan QR Code to 

check registration 

and/or print your 

SAMPLE ballot .



VOTER 

REGISTRATION
is conducted by:

COUNTY CLERKS

As Long As You Vote, Registration Remains Active

No Online Registration
DMV registration is not dependable

In Arkansas



ELECTIONS 

are conducted by:

COUNTY BOARD OF 

ELECTION COMMISSIONERS

Poll Workers & Volunteers

In Arkansas



COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSIONS

Currently Composed of Three Commissioners

2 Republicans
(Majority)

1 Democrat
(Minority)

Majority is determined by which party holds the 
majority of  the 7 Constitutional Offices

Elected by Political Parties  in January Odd Numbered Years – 2 Year Terms



Garland County Election Commission

Paul Miller Gene Haley Kay Ekey

garlandcountyvote.org



Arkansas is No. 1 in U.S.

Arkansas Secretary of State Cole Jester 2025

Election
Integrity



Who can Vote Today?

Voting in America

✓ 1st 100 years – Only White Males

✓After Civil War All men could vote

✓Another 50 years Women could vote

✓After WWII Native Americans & Asians

Why on Tuesday?



Why November?

The day set for meeting of electors 

(Electoral College) for President & Vice-

President was the 1st Monday after the 2nd

Wednesday in December, so travel time 

from states forced the general election to be 

held in early November.

Each state gets 1 elector for each U.S. Senator (2), 

and 1 elector for each U.S. Congressman ( AR has 4)

Arkansas gets 6 electoral votes



2024 Presidential Election

Electoral College

Arkansas gets 6 electoral votes



Who can Vote Today?

✓Must be a U.S. Citizen

✓Must be a Resident of Arkansas

✓Must be over the age of 18

✓Must Register to Vote

✓Must provide Acceptable Photo ID

✓Must not be a Convicted Felon (?)



VOTER REGISTRATION

Physical Address Determines 

Which Contests You Get To 

Vote On. (Ballot Style)

If You Move, 

Your Ballot Style May Change.

In Arkansas

You Do Not have to choose a Political Party



VOTER REGISTRATION

Away at College / Military?

✓ Keep Registration at current address and

1. Vote by mail (Absentee) or

2. Change registration to another county

in Arkansas or

3.  Re-register in another state

In Arkansas



Voter MUST State out Loud

Arkansas Law Requires you to:

1.Provide Photo ID
Issued by Federal or State of Arkansas

2.“State you Name”

3.“State your Address”

4.“State your Date of Birth”



Even Years (2026, 2028, etc.)

Primary Election (March)

includes School Board & Judicial

General Election (November)

Odd Years (2027, 2029, etc.)

Special School Election (May)



PRIMARY ELECTIONS ARE TO DETERMINE PARTY 
CANDIDATES FOR GENERAL ELECTION

The Primary is Held in 
March 

in Even numbered Years

Democratic Primary
Republican primary

Nonpartisan Judicial General



Nonpartisan / Judicial Elected in March

➢ Supreme Court Justices (2)
➢ Circuit Judges (4)
➢ Prosecuting Attorney (1)
➢ School Boards (11)

Uncontested Nonpartisan Candidates
do not appear on ballots

2026 HSSD School Board
Won by only 5 Votes – 367 Undervotes



Arkansas holds Partially Closed 
Republican Primaries

Registered Democrats cannot
Vote in 2026 Republican Primary

In Garland County
Over 90% of voters

Are not registered by party.



1st Tuesday after 1st Monday in November

Always Nov. 2 through Nov. 8

November 2-8 
Always on Tuesday

GENERAL ELECTION

2026NOV. 3



Even (2026) Numbered Years

November Elections
➢ General Election

(Candidates from Primaries)

➢ School Election Run Off (FL)
➢ Nonpartisan Judicial Run Off (N/A)
➢ Special Election(s)
➢ *Mayors And City Directors
➢ Issues & Amendments



November 3,2026 ELECTION

From Primaries

➢ Democratic Candidates
➢ Republican Candidates

From Convention / Caucus

➢ Libertarian Candidates
➢ Green Party Candidates

From Petitions

➢ Independent Candidates



Tuesday, November 3, 2026

U.S. Senate (1 of 2) (6-Year)

U.S. Congress District 4 (1) (2-Year)

* AR Constitutional Offices (4 of 7) (4-Year)

*State Senator (0 of 2) (4-Year)

* State Representatives (0 of 5) (2-Year)

Justices of the Peace (7 of 13) (2-Year)

Constables (0 of 4) (2-Year)

*Uncontested Statewide Candidates appear on ballots



Tuesday, November 3, 2026

Garland County Offices
(4-Year Terms)

County Judge Sheriff
*Circuit Clerk Treasurer     
County Clerk Tax Collector
Assessor Coroner

Opposed Races
Sheriff & County Judge

* Unopposed Circuit Clerk on Ballot



In Arkansas
Statewide Issues on General Election Ballot

State Legislature is allowed to refer up to 3 

constitutional amendments.

3 – Constitutional Amendments

✓ Economic Development Districts

✓ Citizenship ONLY Voting

✓ Constitutional Right to Bear Arms

1 - State Statute

✓ Natural Resources Commission Bonds



In Arkansas
Citizen’s initiatives may also be on the ballot through 

signature petitions submitted to Secretary of State 

(Statewide) or County Clerk (Local).

Subject to court challenges

1. Initiative Process

2. Sales Tax on Feminine Hygiene Products?

3. Local Initiatives - Alcohol Sales on Sunday?



VOTING METHODS
Absentee (Mail): Conducted by County Clerk

Early Voting: 1 - 2 Weeks Prior To Election 

Garland County

Vote At Any 

Open Location

Vote Centers



Don’t Stand in Line

Vote Early
140 ExpressVote Ballot Marking Devices

State Law allows 10 minutes to Vote 

6 voters X 140 =840 per hour 

or 10,080 per one 12 hour day



Vote Early
Estimated votes in 2026 General Election

Mid-Term = 40,000 - 45,000.

Not enough capacity to handle all on just 

Election Day, must conduct Early Voting!

Avg. time to vote historically 4.5 minutes

Depending on issues on the ballot.



Turnout
Approx. 66,000 Registered Voters in 

Garland County

103,000+ population (65%)

Over 80,000 are eligible to vote

14,000 choose not to register

NOVEMBER MARCH

Registered Voters GENERAL PRIMARY

Who Voted

2024 Presidential 69% 20%



Mid-Term Turnout
Registered Voters NOVEMBER   MARCH

Who Voted GENERAL PRIMARY 

2022 Governor 51% 22%

2022 Special Election less than 12% Voted

(2022 Road Tax)

Less than 12% decided how much tax 

everyone pays



OUR ELECTIONS IN 

ARKANSAS

CAN’T BE HACKED

Voting 
Equipment 
cannot be 

connected to 
the Internet

State Law



ExpressVote

Marks Your Ballot

NOT
CONNECTED 

TO INTERNET

Voted ballot is preserved 
in Garland County

Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT)



DS 200 Scanner

Tabulates Ballots

Not Connected To Internet



Electronic PollBook
Informs other Locations that Voter has checked In (Public Information).  

NO other information is transmitted 



Certified Results

1. Poll Workers certify (under oath) the number of votes at each poll.

2. Poll Workers sign results reports from tabulators. 
(Must match handwritten list of voters)

3. Poll Workers sign a secure package containing voted ballots. 

• All three are maintained in the county for at least 2 years.

• Election Commission combines results and certifies to the AR 
Secretary of State the results 10 days after election.

• Reported media results on election night are not be complete.
Outstanding Provisional or Overseas ballots reported.



Paper Ballots vs Machines

Hand Count  Tabulator

Someone must Proven Accuracy
determine voter intent

Hours or days Instant

2024 General audits hand counted 63,000 ballots and 
compared 100% to machine totals.

Hand counts use printed name, not barcode.



Daytona Beach Florida Column 01

Row 19

Ballot 01

Side 01

Barcode = 01190101

Pre-Printed Paper Ballot



Daytona Beach Florida Column 01

Row 19

Ballot 01

Side 01Machine Printed Paper Ballot



Pre-printed Paper Ballots

How tabulator counts

Column = 01

Row = 19

Ballot = 01

Side = 01

Machine-printed Paper Ballots
Barcode from machine = 01190101



Hand Counted vs 

Device Counted Ballots

STATE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS

51% of 2024 Primary Votes (6,606 Ballots)

Hand-counted on June 25, 2024

100% accurate

Garland County will also be Audited This Year

2024 Garland County Audit



• 28, 259 total ballots hand counted

• 14 Counties 100% accurate
All machine counted

• 1   County was not accurate
11(?) ballots not verified

County hand counted ballots

2024 Primary State Audit 
15 Counties



Student Poll Worker Program

Under 18 Yrs.—“Election Page”
Unpaid Volunteer

18 Yrs. Or Older and 
Registered Voter
Paid Poll Worker

($120 – $150 per day) 

Qualifies for Community Service Hours



50

Questions?


